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Central Congregational United Church of Christ 
STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN: DREAMING BIG 

November 9, 2025 
 

Ministers / All of us 
Pastor / Rev. Gage Church 

Worship Leader / Melanie Ralston 
Music Director and Accompanist / Linda Smith 

Music Guest / Kim Long 
Song Leaders / Kim Long, Gayle Hassler and Janice Ayers 

 

Music for Gathering 
“I’m a Miracle, Lord” 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Even though many doubted him, 

Jesus never wavered in his belief in what God could do. 
He always had faith in the smallest of gifts. 

Every single one mattered to him. 
He knew their great value and potential. 

Each thing that we offer to God, 
whether it be money or time or a prayer, 

can help the Kin-dom grow. Amen. 
 

*Congregational Hymn 
“Sweet Hour of Prayer” 

Sweet hour of prayer! Sweet hour of prayer, 
that calls me from a world of care 

and bids me at my maker’s throne, 
let all my needs and wants be known. 

In seasons of distress and grief, 
my soul has often found relief 

and oft escaped the tempter’s snare 
by your return, sweet hour of prayer. 

 
Continued on next page. 
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Sweet hour of prayer! Sweet hour of prayer, 
the joys I feel, the bliss I share 

of those whose anxious spirits burn 
with strong desires for your return! 

With them I hasten to the place 
where I would know my Savior’s face, 

and gladly take my station there, 
and wait for you, sweet hour of prayer. 

 
Sweet hour of prayer! Sweet hour of prayer, 

whose wings shall my petition bear 
to one whose truth and faithfulness 

engage the waiting soul to bless. 
And since I’m bid to seek God’s face, 

believe God’s word, and trust God’s grace, 
I’ll cast away my every care, 

and wait for you, sweet hour of prayer. 
 

Greetings & Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 
What do we bring to worship? 

We bring our small seeds. 
What do we bring to worship? 

We bring our big dreams. 
What do we bring to worship? 

We bring our faith in God’s transformation 
of small seeds into big dreams. Amen. 

 

Prayer of Unburdening 
Holy God, we confess that we think we know how your story of faith will play out. 
We think we know how many seeds we have and what growth they will produce. 

We are discouraged that we don’t have more, and we doubt your faithfulness to us. 
Forgive us and remind us that your gifts are always good, no matter their size. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 
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Passing the Peace 
 

The Reading 
Matthew 13:31-32

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 
seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, 
but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that 
the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 

 

Special Music 
“On Eagle’s Wings” 

Kim Long 
 

Message 
“Bloom Where You’re Planted” 

Rev. Gage Church 
 

*Congregational Hymn 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 

What a friend we have in Jesus, 
all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 
everything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit, 
oh, what needless pain we bear, 

all because we do not carry 
everything to God in prayer. 

 
Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged; 

take it to our God in prayer! 
Can we find a friend so faithful, 
who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness; 
take it to our God in prayer! 
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Are we weak and heavy laden, 
burdened with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge, 
take it to our God in prayer! 

Do your friends despise, forsake you? 
Take it to our God in prayer! 

Jesus’ arms will take and shield you; 
you will find a solace there. 

 

Joys and Concerns 
We respond with “Lord, hear our prayer.” 

 

Time of Silence & Pastoral Prayer 
 

The Prayer of Jesus 
Please pray any version you wish. Here is one version: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy Kin-dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the Kin-dom, the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Offering 
God is good! All the time! 
All the time! God is good! 

Let us share the goodness of our God. 
 

Celebration Moment 
 

*Doxology 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done; 

Creator, Christ and Spirit, One. Amen. 
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*Prayer of Dedication 
Gracious God, we thank you that your creation 

provides all that we need for growth. 
Bless these seeds that we have offered, 

so that they might grow into ministries that bless others. 
Expand the reach of our gifts, 

so that they can realize your dreams for us. Amen. 
 

*Closing Hymn 
“Called as Partners in Christ’s Service” 

Called as partners in Christ’s service, called to ministries of grace, 
we respond with deep commitment fresh new lines of faith to trace. 
May we learn the art of sharing, side by side and friend with friend, 

equal partners in our caring to fulfill God’s chosen end. 
 

Christ’s example, Christ’s inspiring, Christ’s clear call to work and worth, 
let us follow, never faltering, reconciling folk on earth. 

Men and women, richer, poorer, all God’s people, young and old, 
blending human skills together gracious gifts from God unfold. 

 

*Benediction 
 

Music for Sending 
“Amen” 

 
SAVE THE DATES 

Spirited Adult Discussion @ 9 a.m. every Sunday 
Meditation @ 5 p.m. every Monday 

Bell Choir Rehearsal @ 7 p.m. every Tuesday (except 2nd Tuesday) 
Book Club @ 4:30 p.m. every Thursday (except Nov. 13) 

--- 
Church Council / today after worship 

Game Night / Nov. 14 @ 6 p.m. 
Healing Circle for Democracy / Nov. 18 @ 6:30 p.m. 

Heritage Sunday Potluck and Annual Meeting / Nov. 23 after worship 
Holiday Bake Sale / Dec. 13 @ 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Christmas Eve at Old Prairie Town / Dec. 24 @ 5 p.m. 
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