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Central Congregational United Church of Christ 
JULY 5, 2026 

 
Ministers / All of Us 

Pastor / Rev. Gage Church 
Worship Leader / Chaunzey Tenbrink 

Music Director and Accompanist / Linda Smith 
Song Leaders / Gayle Hassler and Janice Ayers 

 
Music for Gathering 

 
Opening Breath 

 
*Congregational Hymn 

“This Is the Day Our God Has Made” 
This is the day, this is the day 

that our God has made, that our God has made. 
We will rejoice, we will rejoice 

and be glad in it, and be glad in it. 
This is the day that our God has made, 

we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
This is the day, this is the day that our God has made. 

 
This is the day, this is the day 

Jesus rose again, Jesus rose again. 
We will rejoice, we will rejoice 

and be glad in it, and be glad in it. 
This is the day Jesus rose again, 
we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

This is the day, this is the day Jesus rose again. 
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This is the day, this is the day 

when the Spirit came, when the Spirit came. 
We will rejoice, we will rejoice 

and be glad in it, and be glad in it. 
This is the day when the Spirit came, 

we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
This is the day, this is the day when the Spirit came. 

 
Call to Worship 

Calling all citizens of heaven: exiled dreamers and disciples of love, 
God is close to the outcast and faithful to all. 

Calling all pilgrims of the Spirit, carried by the winds of hope, 
God is everywhere at all times, compassionate to all. 

Calling all travelers between worlds, who translate compassion into peace, 
God makes neighbors of strangers and kin of the forgotten. 

Come to worship and be renewed for this long journey. 
Strangers in a strange land, we have come to worship the creator of all. 

 
Prayer of Unburdening 

Gracious One, where do we begin? You call us to do justice, 
and we explain that justice is complicated. 

You ask us to love mercy, 
and we counter that a show of strength is necessary. 

You invite us to walk humbly with you, 
and we struggle to recognize you in our neighbors, in the dispossessed, 

in the poor and hungry places of our own hearts. 
We confess we have failed to summon 

the courage and compassion required by your call. 
We have treated hospitality as an option, kinship as a choice, 

instead of as the center of our life together. 
We have claimed your name, yet rejected your way. 

Forgive us, we pray. Amen. 
 

Assurance of God’s Love 
 

Passing the Peace 
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The Reading 
Romans 7:15-23

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the 
very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 
But in fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. For I know 
that the good does not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to 
do the good lies close at hand, but not the ability. For I do not do the good I 
want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it 
is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 
 
So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at 
hand. For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my 
members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to 
the law of sin that dwells in my members. 
 

Special Music 
“American Patrol”

Tim Sharp 
 

Message 
“What?”

Rev. Gage Church 
 

*Congregational Hymn 
“This Land Is Your Land” 

This land is your land, this land is my land 
from California to the New York island; 

from the redwood forest to the gulf stream waters, 
this land was made for you and me. 

 
As I was walking that ribbon of highway, 

I saw above me that endless skyway. 
I saw below me that golden valley. 

This land was made for you and me. 
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When the sun came shining, and I was strolling, 
and the wheat fields waving and the dust clouds rolling, 

as the fog was lifting a voice was chanting: 
This land was made for you and me. 

 
As I went walking I saw a sign there 

and on the sign it said, “No Trespassing.” 
But on the other side, it didn’t say nothing. 

That side was made for you and me. 
 

In the shadow of the steeple I saw my people, 
by the relief office I seen my people; 

as they stood there hungry, I stood there asking, 
Is this land made for you and me? 

 
Nobody living can ever stop me, 

as I go walking that freedom highway; 
nobody living can ever make me turn back. 

This land was made for you and me. 
 

Announcements, Joys and Concerns 
 

Time of Silence 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

The Prayer of Jesus 
Please pray any version you wish. Here is one version: 

Our Creator, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your Kin-dom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for yours is the Kin-dom, the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
Offering 

God is good! All the time! 
All the time! God is good! 

Let us share the goodness of our God. 
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*Doxology 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 

Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ and Spirit, One. Amen. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication 
Spirit of harmony and wholeness, breathe upon these offerings 

to enliven them for your holy work. Amen. 
 

Communion 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Gracious God, we thank you for these tangible gifts 

of bread and cup that feed our bodies and nourish our souls. 
May these blessings of grace be shared, not hoarded. 

Though we have been fed today at the table, 
may we still walk away hungry for justice, 

working for freedom and fullness for all of your creation. Amen. 
 

*Closing Hymn 
“O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” 

O beautiful for spacious skies, 
for amber waves of grain, 

for purple mountain majesties 
above the fruited plain! 

America! America! 
God shed God’s grace on thee, 

and crown your good with brotherhood 
from sea to shining sea! 

 
Indigenous and immigrant, 

our daughters and our sons: 
O may we never rest content 

till all are truly one. 
America! America! 

God grant that we may be 
a sisterhood and brotherhood 

from sea to shining sea! 
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How beautiful, sincere lament, 
the wisdom born of tears, 

the courage called for to repent 
the bloodshed of the years. 

America! America! 
God grant that we may be 

a nation blessed with none oppressed, 
true land of liberty. 

 
*Benediction 

 
Music for Sending 

“Amen” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


